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On Monday mobile phone users, including those with Apple's iPhone, got a new way to sync and access information from the cloud. On Monday mobile phone users, including those with Apple’s iPhone, got a new way to sync and access information from the cloud. Called Google Sync, the new service lets you sync up both calendars and contacts from
a specified Google account and will send changes over the air — both ways. The service uses Microsoft Exchange’s ActiveSync protocol to get the job done, and because of this can actively push changes as soon as they’re made. Previously the only way to get this kind of near-instantaneous change was to sync up an existing Exchange account with
Outlook using Google’s other synchronisation utility, Google Calendar Sync. However, that system did not sync contacts and required users to actively run a software client on a machine that had Outlook running. Setting up your phone to sync up with Google’s servers does not require any special software, however it’s worth noting that if you have an
iPhone or Windows mobile handset the process will wipe out any existing contacts and calendars from your device. This data loss does not occur on Nokia, BlackBerry, Sony Ericsson, or Motorola devices. Also, users who haven’t already begun using Google’s contact manager are encouraged to do so, as after syncing it becomes the one place where all
of your contacts are stored. Another small caveat is that the service only currently supports up to five user calendars. Users of Google Calendar who may be used to more than that number may have problems with this solution. One thing that’s missing from the equation is Google’s Gmail service, which does not offer a push service. Future versions of
Google Sync may add that to the equation. Competitor Yahoo has offered a free (although sometimes flaky) push service for its web mail since the iPhone’s introduction in early 2007. — posted by Josh Lowensohn One of the things I love about Google Calendar is that it requires no desktop component. Sure, you can sync it with Outlook, but not
everyone needs or wants a program like that just to manage appointments. Indeed, more and more people prefer to keep their calendars on their mobile phones, just as they do their address books. If you do use Outlook, you’ve probably already configured it to sync with your phone. If not, or if, like me, you’re trying to migrate away from that
unwieldy beast, look no further than Google Sync–a free service that syncs mobile phones with Google Calendar. And not just Google Calendar, but also Google Contacts and Gmail. The service works with BlackBerry, iPhone, and Nokia S60 devices. (Why not Android? Because Google’s mobile OS already syncs with the various Google services, natch.
As for the Palm Pre and Pixi, they can sync with Google right out of the box.)Google provides all the instructions you need for configuring and using Google Sync, so I won’t rehash them here. My goal is simply to explain why it’s a good idea.If you’re already a Google Calendar user, it should be pretty obvious: Sync brings a copy of your schedule to
your phone–and keeps both versions up to date. Handy!If you’re not a Google Calendar user, Sync effectively gives you an online backup of your schedule–something that could prove invaluable if your phone gets broken, lost, stolen, etc.Plus, there’s much to be said for having a calendar that’s accessible from any Web-enabled device (desktop,
netbook, iPad, etc.). Same goes for your contacts. This nifty freebie from Google is designed for a problem that bedevils many who use Google Calendar as well as Microsoft’s Outlook calendar–how can you keep them in synch? If, for example, you use Outlook for your personal calendar, and Google Calendar for your work calendar, you have to
manually retype all of your appointments. Google Calendar Sync solves the problem neatly. It automatically synchronizes events in your calendars. So just enter them once, and they show up in both places. You also have the choice of synching events only from your Google Calendar to Outlook, and vice versa. So, for example, if you use Outlook for
personal events, and don’t want to share them with co-workers, but you do want all Google Calendar events in your Outlook calendar, you can do that. There’s only one annoying thing about this freebie: Google Calendar Sync will only synch your primary calendar, not any secondary ones. Worse yet, Google Calendar offers no way to change your
primary and secondary calendars, so you’re stuck with synching your current primary calendar. Note: This download takes you to the Google Calendar Sync page, where you can download the file. –Preston Gralla Go to Settings > Accounts > [your account] > Account sync > More (three vertical dots) > Sync now.To export contacts, open the Contacts
app and select Menu > Settings > Export. Select Save to download the .vcf file.To import a .vcf file, open the Contacts app and go to Settings > Import > .vcf file. Navigate to the file and select it. If you own an Android phone, Google automatically backs up your contacts, app data, call history, and more to Google Drive. This feature is turned on by
default. When you log in to your Google account on a new phone, it syncs your data automatically. If you want to manually sync your contacts or export contacts into a separate file, you can upload the data to Google yourself. We show you how. Follow these steps to sync your contacts manually. Manual syncing refreshes your account data for all
Google apps, including apps that have auto-sync turned off. Open your smartphone's Settings. Select Accounts. If you have multiple accounts, select the one you want to update. Select Account sync > More (three vertical dots) > Sync now. You can take the contacts stored on your device's hard drive or SIM card and export those contacts into a .vcf
file. This lets you import those contacts to a new phone. Open the Contacts app on your Android phone. Select Menu > Settings > Export. If you have multiple accounts, choose the one you want to export your contacts from. Select Save to download the .vcf file. Once you have the .vcf file, store it in a safe place, either on removable storage like a SIM
or memory card or in the cloud via services like Google Drive or Gmail. To upload your saved .vcf file to a new phone: Open the Contacts app and select Settings > Import > .vcf file. In the Downloads manager, select the Menu icon and navigate to where you saved the file (such as Google Drive or an SD card). Once you select the .vcf file, Google
automatically imports the data to your phone. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why! As more and more business is conducted on our phones, it becomes essential for us to be able to access the proper contacts and information needed to get our work done. However, if the mobile ecosystem
you subscribe to doesn’t match up with your company’s email provider, things can get confusing. For iPhone users who work for an organization that relies on G Suite, it’s actually pretty simple to port your Google account contacts to your smartphone. The process used to require third party apps to work smoothly, but there is now a built-in
mechanism that makes it easy. SEE: BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) Policy Template (Tech Pro Research) Here’s how you can sync your Google contacts with your iPhone. For starters, you’ll obviously need to have a Google account. Before you attempt to sync the account, make sure you have your account name and password handy–you’ll need them
to complete the process. Begin by tapping on the Settings app (the one that looks like a silver cog and gear) on your iPhone. Once in the Settings app, scroll down a bit and tap on the “Contacts” option. On the Contacts page, tap the “Accounts” option at the very top of the page. On this page you will see all the email accounts you currently have set up
on your phone. To add a new Google account, tap “Add Account” and, on the following page, tap “Google.” At this point, you should be prompted to enter your username (usually your Gmail email address) and password. If you have enabled two-factor authentication, you will also need to follow prompts for that as well at this point. When you are done,
tap “Next.” When you are shown the account information, you will see which features are to be integrated. Make sure that “Contacts” has been tapped, and that the button has been selected with green behind it (see below). Once you have finished this step, tap “Save” if you are prompted to do so, and then exit the app. When you next open your

iPhone’s “Contacts ” app, the sync should begin. If the sync does not occur as expected, Google recommends going back into your Settings to the Contacts page and making sure that “Contacts” is actually turned on. If it is, tap on the account name from the Contacts page, and the on option that says “Advanced.” From there, switch on the “Use SSL”
option, and then back out and hit “Done” on the account page. If all else fails, try removing and readding the account. Continually plugging in your phone to your computer in order to move files can be daunting and time-consuming, to say the least. However, if you use an Android device (as well as Windows 10), I’ve got good news for you. You can
easily connect your Android devices to your Windows 10 computer without having to physically plug it in! How? By syncing. Here is a simple guide to setting it up: 1. Cortana Cortana is an intelligent personal digital assistant for Windows 10 that uses voice command to perform basic tasks such as getting information, saving things and a lot more.
Windows 10 comes with Cortana by default. At the time of writing, Cortana is only available to Android users as a beta product. ⌄ Scroll down to continue reading article ⌄ ⌄ Scroll down to continue reading article ⌄ The Cortana app on Android extends Cortana’s functionality across Android devices. It operates with the same data sources as
Windows Cortana which means it can do most of the things Cortana does on Windows PC and phones. Cortana has a “Notebook” feature where personal information such as reminders, location data, contacts and interests are stored. This feature makes syncing between your phone and your PC a breeze! All the things you put into your Cortana
Notebook on Windows 10 will be available for use in the Android version of the app. For instance, if you have Cortana set up to monitor the web for available job postings in your industry or to deliver flight information, those options will be immediately available to you use across all your devices! 2. File Explorer If you want to transfer files (photos,
documents, videos, songs etc.) between your Android and Windows 10, syncing your mobile device and the Windows 10 File Explorer will help you do this easily. To do this though, you’d need a USB cable. Here’s how to go about it: Get a micro-USB cable or a USB Type C cable. Once plugged in, open the File Explorer in your computer. ⌄ Scroll down
to continue reading article ⌄ ⌄ Scroll down to continue reading article ⌄ Have in mind that you may have to change the USB connection on your phone to allow Windows to access it. To do that, simply look for “MTP” or “Computer transfer” in your phone. The name may vary here based on the type of phone you’re using, but it’s always obvious. After
activating your phone to allow Windows to access its storage and after you’ve opened File Explorer, go over to “This PC” and open it. In the “This PC” section, you’ll find your phone there. By syncing your Android device and Windows 10 this way, you’d be able to easily access the files stored in your phone and move things around as you want.
DropBox is a cloud storage service for your photos, videos, docs, and files. The service starts with 2GB of free storage space. If you want more space, you can always get 1TB for $9.99 a month; or if you want more free extra space, there are couple of opportunities for that. ⌄ Scroll down to continue reading article ⌄ ⌄ Scroll down to continue reading
article ⌄ Windows 10 comes with a useful DropBox app that allows you to save, access, view, and move files around in the storage space. The Windows 10 version of the app also has an auto camera-upload which can be very useful on the mobile front (and yeah, it works pretty well with Android). Anything you add to DropBox will automatically show
up on all your computers and phones, including your Windows 10 and Android devices. This allows anywhere-anytime accessibility. 4. Google Drive Over the past few years, Microsoft has integrated some of their apps and services with Android. For instance, you can find app and services such as Office, OneNote and OneDrive in the Android system.
Cortana has also been made available on Android. The integration has given Microsoft the opportunity to expand their reach and horizon. On Windows 10, there’s integrated Google Drive functionality which allows syncing once you download and add Google Drive into your file structure. ⌄ Scroll down to continue reading article ⌄ ⌄ Scroll down to
continue reading article ⌄ The syncing works much like OneDrive with folders and files in it. 5. OneDrive For those who don’t know, OneDrive is a Microsoft owned cloud storage service. OneDrive works much like DropBox and Google Drive and also allow anywhere-anytime accessibility. OneDrive offers users free storage space of about 15GB.
What’s more, users can get more space as follow: 500MB for referring a friend 100GB for a mere $1.99 per month 1TB (plus Office 365) for $6.99 per month Good thing is, some new Android devices now come with OneDrive by default as some Android manufacturers have began to include the service in their phones. The Bottom Line If you use
Android and Windows 10, life can become easier, faster and more enjoyable if you sync things up versus physically plugging them in every now and then. So, go ahead, apply the information shared above and create an awesome user experience for yourself. Happy syncing! ⌄ Scroll down to continue reading article ⌄ ⌄ Scroll down to continue reading
article ⌄ Featured photo credit: Perspective Of Man Working On Laptop With Coffee And Smartphone via stokpic.com
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